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recall leaving legislative hall and no-
ticing that Bernard’s car was still
parked in its regular spot and his office
light would still be on. It was not un-
usual for him to work well into the
night to ensure that all of that day’s
loose ends had been tied up and that
the stage was set for a smooth transi-
tion to the next legislative day.

During my 8 years as Governor, my
staff and I were fortunate to work with
Bernard on many occasions, often seek-
ing out his guidance and wisdom re-
garding legislative issues or guber-
natorial appointments. Bernard readily
made himself available to our team,
generously offering us the benefit of
his historical knowledge.

Bernard is so ingrained in the daily
workings of the Senate that most peo-
ple in legislative hall cannot imagine
the senate chamber without him. Ber-
nard is invaluable for his insight and
expertise on the Delaware Legislature,
but talk to anyone, and they will tell
you that Bernard is beloved because he
has the patience of a saint and the
heart of a true servant, respected by
Democrats and Republicans alike.

Today, we join Bernard’s siblings,
Geraldine, Mary Lou, Chip, Gerald, and
Philip, along with his many colleagues
and friends, in honoring Bernard for his
dedication to the Delaware State Sen-
ate and the people of Delaware. On be-
half of Senator CHRIS COONS and Con-
gresswoman LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER, I
wholeheartedly thank Bernard for his
four decades of service to Delaware. His
model leadership and dedication to the
order and rules in the senate chamber
are second to none. We offer our sin-
cere congratulations on a job well done
and wish him many happy, healthy,
and successful years to come.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN BARKER

e Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize John Barker, an ex-
emplary citizen in my hometown of
Yuma, CO. As a member of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, VFW, Post 3378,
Mr. Barker has selflessly volunteered
his time and energy toward providing
invaluable services to veterans and
their families. As a result, he has been
honored by the Colorado VFW with the
Salute to Service Award.

Mr. Barker goes above and beyond to
help veterans in our community. This
includes regular visits to veterans ad-
mitted to hospitals and nursing homes
and ensuring that announcements of
events hosted by Post 3378 are widely
circulated in local media. Whether it is
working to expand the local Veteran’s
Memorial Park or tracking down sto-
ries from veterans and their families to
be published, he ensures that these vet-
erans receive the recognition they de-
serve.

On a more solemn note, Mr. Barker
visits veterans who have entered hos-
pice care and presents them with a
plaque commemorating their service;
in their last moments, these veterans
know how grateful our community is
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to them. Furthermore, Mr. Barker at-
tends their funerals and performs mili-
tary honors as a member of Post 3378’s
color guard.

Indeed, Mr. Barker’s volunteerism is
not limited to veterans. He has worked
with local Boy Scouts, encouraging
them to finish their KEagle Scout
projects, volunteered as Santa Claus at
a local event, and worked with the Col-
orado Department of Fish and Wildlife
to make sure there were fish to catch
for the kids at Yuma’s ‘“‘Huck Finn”
Day.

Mr. Barker’s dedication to his com-
munity and his VFW post is unparal-
leled. His VFW commander, Adam
Beauprez, had no hesitation nomi-
nating him for the Salute to Service
Award and it is little wonder that the
Colorado VFW followed suit by hon-
oring him with this recognition.

Mr. Barker, thank you for your serv-
ice. Thank you for your friendship and
your family’s friendship. You make
Colorado proud.e

————
REMEMBERING JONATHON DRAKE

® Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, today, 1
would like to honor the life of
Jonathon Drake of New Durham, NH,
who tragically lost his life in a car ac-
cident in May. A social worker at the
University of New Hampshire’s Insti-
tute on Disability, Jonathon worked to
help at-risk youth succeed and was be-
loved by his family, his colleagues, and
his community. A childhood cancer
survivor, he dedicated his life to help-
ing young people and was recognized
for his exceptional work with the first
annual Rockstar Award from YOUTH
M.O.V.E. New Hampshire. Jonathon
dreamt of being a school principal one
day, and was working toward com-
pleting his certification at the time of
his death.

In addition to his work, Jonathon
was dedicated to his wife, their two
young sons, and to the many people he
embraced as family. At a celebration of
Jonathon’s life, hundreds of commu-
nity members gathered to share memo-
ries of their friend who had been taken
from them far too soon.

One of my favorite things about New
Hampshire is our all-hands-on-deck
spirit, where people roll up their
sleeves and work together to strength-
en our communities. Both in his work
to improve the lives of at-risk youth
and his love for those around him,
Jonathon Drake perfectly exemplified
this New Hampshire spirit, and we can
honor his memory by carrying on his
work and rededicating ourselves to the
work of improving our communities
and being a friend. May he rest in
peace.®

——
TRIBUTE TO NATHAN DILLS
e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Nathan Dills, the
first OKklahoman to be sworn in as

president of the Sheet Metal and Air
Conditioning Contractors’ National As-
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sociation, SMACNA. With over 3,000
company members, SMACNA is a lead-
er in promoting quality and excellence
in the sheet metal and air conditioning
industry.

Nathan decided to go into the family
sheet metal business in 2006. The pas-
sion for sheet metal operations goes
back three generations in Nathan’s
family. His grandfather, O.C. Patten,
was a sheet metal worker, and his fa-
ther started the family’s sheet metal
business in 1977. Nathan now owns and
operates the family companies in OKkla-
homa City.

Not only was Nathan’s father, Har-
old, on the SMACNA board of directors,
be he was also a member of the college
of fellows, a prestigious group within
the SMACNA community. While a part
of SMACNA, he won the two highest
awards given by the organization. Be-
fore Harold passed away in 2016, Na-
than was elected to the board, making
his father and the rest of his family ex-
tremely proud.

I am most impressed by Nathan’s de-
votion to his faith and his family. He
has been married to his wife, Shannon,
for 19 years. Nathan has two step-
children, Hayley and Jordan, one
daughter, Olivia, and one grandchild,
Zaidan. With 20 kids and grandkids my-
self, I can attest to the true joy faith
and family bring to one’s life.

I want to congratulate Nathan Dills
on this well-deserved position and wish
him well in his new role as SMACNA
president.e

————
TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY “TONY”
PAESANO
e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Anthony ‘Tony”
Paesano, an accomplished educator,

Korean war veteran, a beloved public
servant, and my dear friend, who left a
significant imprint on my home State
of West Virginia.

Born in Follansbee, in the scenic
northern panhandle, Tony has always
had a passion for the noble profession
of education. He was a walk-on for the
Duquesne University football team in
1948 where he earned a bachelor of arts
degree in education. Following his dis-
charge from the U.S. Army, Tony
began his nearly 40-year career as an
educator, serving as principal of
Brooke High School for 16 years.

There is much to be said about some-
one who gives so much to our Nation,
then comes home to give even more to
their home State and community.
Prior to the start of his teaching ca-
reer, Tony put his Duquesne ROTC
training to use in the Army serving as
a second lieutenant in Korea from 1952
to 1954. In fact, in 2017, I was honored
to recognize Tony when he was selected
as Veteran of the Year by the Brooke
County Veteran Memorial Park Foun-
dation. He is well known for his work
honoring his fellow veterans. He has
also served as master of ceremonies at
Memorial Day and Veterans Day serv-
ices in Follansbee and led the efforts to
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